08/03/2007 FRI 15:14 FAX 9374456794 NCR CORPORATION USPTO General Fax 



@004/013 



10/022,957 
RECEIVED 

IN THE CLAIMS CEmm.l9\XCENTER 

AUG 0 3 2007 

Amend claims 48, 49, 51, 53, 54, 57, 58, 59, and 61 as follows: 
1-47. (canceled) 

48- (currently amended) A computer implemented m^hod by a financial 
institution, the metbod comprising, by a server associated with the financial institution: 
receiving firom a check payor a request for a validation number yet to be 
g ene r ated- ond then associated with a check to be presented firom the check payor to a check 
payee; 

determining if an account contains sufficient funds to cover the monetary 
amount of the check to be presented fix>m the check payor to the check payee; 

generating a validation number when the account contains sufficient funds to 
cover the monetaiy amount of the check to be presented firom the check payor to the check 
payee, wherein the validation number is randomly generated by the financial institution; and 

issuing the generated validation number to the check payor to allow the check 
payor to associate the generated validation number with the check to be presented to the 
check payee* 

49. (currently amended) A computer implemented metiiod by a financial 
institution, the method comprising, by a server associated with the financial institution: 
receiving firom a check payor a request for a validation number yet to be 
gonomtod and than associated wifh a check to be presrated firom the check payor to a check 
payee; 

determining if an account contains sufficient fimds to cover the monetary 
amount of the check to be presented from the check payor to the check payee; 

genemting a validation number when the account contains suffident funds to 
cover the monetary amount of the check to be presented from the check payor to the check 
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payee, wherein the validation number is goaerated based upon at least some information 
associated witii the check to be presented fixmi the check payor to the check payee; and 

issuing the generated validation number to the check payor to allow the check 
payor to associate the generated validation number with the check to be presented to the 
check payee. 

50. (previously presented) A computer implemented method according to claim 
49, wherein the at least some information associated with the check comprises: 

(i) a date of the check; 

(ii) a serial number of the check; 

(iii) an account number of the account; 

(iv) a monetary amount of the check; 

(v) a payee of the check; 

(vi) symbols identifying a drawee financial institution which maintains 
custody of the account; and 

(vii) a Uniform Resource Locator (URL). 

5 1 . (currently amended) A computer inrplemented method by a financial 
institution, the method comprising, by a server associated with tiie financial institution: 

receiving fiom a check payor a request for a validation nimiber yel to be 
generat e d and th e n associated with a check to be presented fiom the check payor to a check 
payee; 

detemiining if an account contains sufQdent funds to cover the monetary 
amoimt of the check to be presented fi:om the check payor to the check payee; 

generating a validation nvimber when the accoimt contains sufficient funds to 
cover the monetary amount of the check to be presented fix>m the check payor to the check 
payee; 
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issuing the generated validation number to the check payor to allow the check 
payor to associate the generated validation number with the check to be presented to tiie 
dieck payee; and 

allocating funds for payment of the monetary amount of the check when the 
account contains sufficient funds to cover the monetary amount of the check to be presented 
jfrom the check payor to the check payee, 

52. (previously presented) A computer implemented method according to claim 
51, wherein allocating ftinds comprises deducting the monetary amount from the account. 

53. (currently amended) A computer implemented method by a financial 
institution, the method comprising, by a server associated with the financial institution: 

receiving from a check payor a request for a validation numb^ yet to be 
goneratod and then associated with a check to be presented from the check payor to a check 
payee; 

verifying that the request was made by a party authorized to write checks on 

the account; 

verifying that the account contains suffici^t funds to cover the monetary 
amoimt of the check to be presented from the check payor to the check payee; 

generating a validation nimiber when the accoimt contains sufficient funds to 
cover the monetary amount of the check to be presented from the check payor to the check 
payee; and 

issuing the generated validation number to the' check payor to allow the check 
payor to associate the generated validation number with the check to be presented to the 
chedk payee. 
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54. (aurently amended) A system comprising: 

means for receiving from a check payor ov«: the Internet (i) a request for a 
validation mmiber yel to be gonorotod and them associated with a check to be presented from 
the check payor to a check payee, and (ii) a monetary amount of the check; 

means for detennining if an account associated with the check payor contains 
sufficient funds to cover the monetary amount of the check to be presented from the check 
payor to the check payee; 

means for generating a validation number when the account associated with 
the check payor contains sufficient funds to cover the monetary amoxmt of the check to be 
presented from the check payor to the check payee; 

means for issuing the generated validation number to the check payor over the 
Internet to allow the check payor to associate the issued validation number with the check to 
be presented from the check payor to die check payee; 

means for receiving a proposed character sequence from the check payee over 

fhelntemet; 

means for comparing tiie proposed character sequence received from the check 
payee with the validation number which has been generated and issued to the check payor; 
and 

means for issuing a confimiation signal to the check payee over the Internet to 
confirm that the proposed character sequence is valid based upon the coitqpaiison of the 
proposed character sequence with the validation number. 

55. (previously presented) A system according to claim 54, wherein the validation 
number is randomly gmerated by a financial institution. 

56. (previously presented) A system according to claim 54, wherein the validation 
number is generated based upon at least some information associated with the check to be 
pres^ted from the check payor to the chedc payee. 
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57, (currently amended) A method by a financial institution, the method 
comprising, by a server associated with the financial institution: 

receiving from a check payor over the Intemet (i) a request for a validation 
number yet to be generated and then associated with a check to be presented from the check 
payor to a check payee, and (ii) a monetary amount of the check; 

determining if an account associated with the check payor contains sufficient 
funds to cover the monetary amount of ttie check to be presented from the check payor to the 
check payee; 

generating a validation nxwnber when the account associated with the check 
payor contains sufficient funds to cover the monetary amount of the check to be presented 
from the check payor to the check payee; 

issuing the generated validation number to the check payor over the Intemet to 
allow the check payor to associate the issued validation number with the check to be 
presented from the check payor to the check payee; 

receiving a proposed character sequence from the check payee over the 

hitemet; 

comparing the proposed character sequence received from the check payee 
witfi the validation number whidi has been generated and issued to the check payor; and 

issuing a confirmation signal to the check payee over the Intemet to confirm 
that the proposed character sequence is valid based upon the comparison of the proposed 
character sequence with the validation number* 

58. (currently amended) A method by a financial institution, the method 
comprising, by a server associated with the financial institution: 

receiving from a check payor over the IntOTiet (i) a request for a validation 
number yet to be generat e d - and then associated with a check to be presented from die check 
payor to a check payee, and (ii) a monetary amount of the check; 
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determining if an accomit associated with the check payor contains sufficient 
funds to cover the monetaiy amount of the check to be presented from the check payor to the 
check payee; 

gen^ating a validation number when the account associated with the check 
payor contains sufficient fiinds to cover the monetary amount of the check to be presented 
from the check payor to the check payee, wherein the vahdation number is randomly 
generated by the financial institution; and 

issuing to the check payor over the Internet the generated validation number to 
allow the check payor to associate the validation nximber with the check to be presented from 
the check payor to the check payee. 

59. (currently amended) A method by a financial institution, the method 
comprising, by a server associated with the financial institution: 

receiving from a check payor over the Internet (i) a request for a validation 
number yet to be generated and then associated with a check to be presented from the check 
payor to a check payee, and (ii) a monetary amount of the check; 

det^mining if an account associated with the check payor contains sufficient 
funds to cov^ the monetary amount of the check to be presented from the check payor to the 
check payee; and 

generating a validation number when the account associated with the check 
payor contains sufficient funds to cover the monetary amount of the check to be pres^ted 
from the check payor to the check payee, wh^ein the validation number is generated based 
upon at least some information associated with the chedk: to be presented from the check 
payor to the check payee; and 

< issuing to the check payor over the Int^et the generated validation number to 
allow the check payor to associate the validation number with the check to be presented from 
the check payor to the check payee. 
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60. (previously presented) A method according to claim 59, wherein the at least 
some information associated with the check comprises: 

(i) a date of the check; 

(ii) a serial munber of the check; 

(iii) an account nxmiber of the account; 

(iv) a monetary amount of the check; 

(v) a payee of the check; 

(vi) symbols identifying a drawee financial institution which mcdntains 
custody of the accoimt; and 

(vii) a Uniform Resource Locator (URL). 

61 . (currently amended) A method by a financial institution, the method 
comprising, by a server associated with the financial institution: 

receiving firom a check payor over the Intemet (i) a request for a validation 
number yet to be g e nerated and then associated with a check to be presented firom the check 
payor to a check payee, and (ii) a monetary amount of the check; 

determining if an account associated with the check payor contains sufiKdent 
fimds to cover the monetary amount of the check to be presented firom the check payor to flie 
check payee, and (ii) a monetary amount of the chedk; 

generating a validation nxmiber when the account associated with the check 
payor contains sufficient fimds to covct the monetaiy amount of the check to be presented 
firom the check payor to the check payee; 

issuing to tfie check payor over the Intemet a validation numb^ to allow the 
check payor to associate the issued validation number with tibie check to be presented firom the 
check payor to the check payee; and 

allocating fimds for paymmt of the monetary amount when the account 
associated with the check payor contains suflScient fimds to cover the monetary amount of the 
check to be presented firom the check payor to the check payee. 
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62, (previously presented) A method according to claim 61 , wherein allocating 
funds comprises deducting the monetary amount of the check from the account 
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